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ANALYTIC RESULTS

Mean episode costs stratified by surgeon are depicted in Figure 1 and ranged from $3,503 to $4,334. In 2013,
surgical episode volume ranged from 10 cases (minimum threshold) to 655 cases. Vertical bars in Figure 1
represent the mean of each surgeon’s episode cost distribution. Surgeons are sorted from lowest to highest mean
episode cost. Episode volume is represented for each surgeon on the x-axis.

The correlation between mean episode cost and episode volume is illustrated in Figure 2. There is a statistically
significant positive correlation between mean episode cost and episode volume (p<0.05).

Figure 1. Episode Mean Cost Stratified by Surgeon
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Figure 2. Correlation between Mean Episode Cost and Episode Volume
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Surgeon episode cost variability, represented by the standard deviation of each surgeon’s episode cost
distribution, ranged from $474 to $2,442 as illustrated in Figure 3. Episode volume is represented for each
surgeon on the x-axis.

Figure 4 illustrates the statistically significant positive correlation between surgeon episode cost variability and
episode volume (p<0.05).

Figure 3. Episode Cost Standard Deviation by Surgeon
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Figure 4. Correlation between Episode Cost Standard Deviation and Episode Volume
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